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ihe  Presentation  to  the  Chair  of  Botany  in  the  University 
of  Glasgow  lies  with  the  Queen.  Ur  Brown  believes  that  the 
appointment  of  him  to  that  Chair  might,  besides  securing  the 
end  for  which  the  Chair  is  founded,  greatly  subserve  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  the  Vegetable  Resources  and  Agricultural  Capa¬ 
bilities  ol  more  than  one  of  the  British  Colonies ;  and,  at  the 
same  time,  thus  advance  the  Progress  of  Science.  His  belief  is 
founded  on  a  knowledge  of  the  conditions  and  of  the  require¬ 
ments  ol  some  of  these,  acquired  by  travel,  and  extensive  inter¬ 
course  and  correspondence  with  Scientific,  Professional,  and 
Practical  men,  resident  in  them,  and  in  other  lands.  Should 
any  of  his  friends  who  share  his  belief  have  the  opportunity, 
directly  or  indirectly,  of  bringing  the  subject  under  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  Her  Majesty’s  advisers,  he  will  feel  greatly  obliged  by 
their  soliciting  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  or  the  attention  of  the  Lord  Advocate  for 
Scotland,  to  the  Statement  and  Testimonials  he  has  submittted 
to  them,  on  coming  forward  as  a  Candidate  for  the  Appoint¬ 
ment. 


Haddington.  'IMh  June  1808. 


Jt 


TESTIMONIALS,  &c. 


1.— PRELIMINARY  STATEMENT. 

Dr  Brown,  in  coming  forward  as  a  Candidate  for  appoint¬ 
ment  to  the  Chair  of  Botany  in  the  University  of  Glasgow, 
rests  his  application  for  the  appointment  on  the  experience  he 
has  had  in  teaching  Botany,  first  in  University  and  King’s 
College,  Aberdeen,  and  subsequently  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties  as  Professor  of  Botany  in  the  South  African  College, 
Capetown, — 

2.  On  the  experience  he  has  had  as  Colonial  Botanist  at 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  in  the  practical  application  of  Botany 
to  the  development  of  the  resources  of  the  Colony,  and  the 
training  he  has  thus  had  for  instructing  those  who  may  after¬ 
wards  have  occasion  to  study  the  flora  of  unexplored  regions, — 

3.  On  the  bearing  on  the  advancement  of  the  prosperity 
of  our  colonies,  of  the  researches  in  which  he  is  still  engaged, 
for  the  prosecution  of  which  the  appointment  would  afford  him 
increased  facilities. 

These  relate,  in  a  great  measure,  to  the  Forest  economy  of 
continental  Europe,  and  the  application  which  may  be  made  of 
modern  Forest  science  to  the  conservation  and  management  of 
our  colonial  forests,  so  as  to  avert  the  desiccation  from  which 
many  of  them  suffer,  and  to  secure  from  these  forests  a  higher 
revenue. 

In  1853,  when  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  Fordyce  Lecture¬ 
ship  on  Chemistry,  Agriculture,  and  Natural  History,  he  was, 
by  the  Senatus  of  University  and  King’s  College  and  Univer¬ 
sity,  appointed  Lecturer  on  Botany  in  that  University ;  and 
this  appointment  he  held  till  the  union  of  the  two  Universities 
in  Aberdeen,  a  period  of  eight  years.  Previous  to  the  consum¬ 
mation  of  the  union  of  these  Universities,  the  Senatus,  in  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  efficiency  with  which  he  had  discharged  the 
duties  of  the  office,  honoured  him  with  the  degree  of  LL.D. 
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Previous  to  Iris  residence  in  Aberdeen,  he  had  resided  m 

Russia  and  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope;  “d>  whJ 
Africa,  he  received  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  °f 
South  African  College,  stating  that  he  was  instructed  by  C 
mittee  of  the  Council  to  offer  to  him  the  appointment  of  interim 
Professor  in  that  College.  The  number  and  nature 
engagements  at  that  time  prevented  him  from  accepting  t 
appointment;  but  in  1863,  on  the  death  of  the  Colonial 
Botanist,  who  was  also  Professor  of  Botany  in  the  South 
African  College,  Capetown,  he  was  invited  to  return  and  unde 
take  the  duties  of  these  offices,  which  he  did,  and  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  one  by  the  Council  of  the  College,  and  to  t  le 

other  by  the  G-overnor  of  the  colony.  , 

In  the  carrying  out  of  certain  sweeping  measures  of  retrenc  1- 
ment  demanded  by  the  Parliament,  the  office  of  Colonial  Botan¬ 
ist  was  abolished,  and  his  means  of  prosecuting  researches  m 
Economic  Botany,  in  which  he  was  engaged,  being  thus  greatly 
diminished,  he  returned  to  Europe  last  year  to  prosecute  these 
researches  in  this  country,  where  this  could  be  done  at  less  ex¬ 
pense,  and  where  access  could  he  had  to  books  and  records 

from  which,  in  the  colony,  he  was  debarred. 

The  results  have  been  reported  in  a  communication  which 
was  sent  to  the  Colony  last  year,  and  which  has  been  published 
in  several  of  the  newspapers  of  the  colony,  a  copy  of  whic  1 
will  he  found  below. 


II.— TESTIMONIALS,  dc.,  given  in  1853  and  1854  on  occa¬ 
sion  of  Dr  Brown  becoming  a  Candidate  for  the  Fordyce 
Lectureship  on  Chemistry ,  Agriculture ,  and  Natural  His¬ 
tory  in  Marischal  College ,  Aberdeen — produced  noio  in  il¬ 
lustration  of  his  qualification  as  a  Lecturer. 

(1)  From  the  late  Dr  Samuel  Brown,  President  of  the  Royal 
Physical  Society ;  Extraordinary  Member  of  the  Royal 
Medical  Society ;  Author  of  Researches  in  Isomerism, 
&c.  &c. 

My  relationship  to  the  Rev.  J.  Croumbie  Brown  does  not 
appear  to  he  a  sufficient  reason  why  I  should  not  express  my 
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opinion  of  his  qualifications  for  the  Lectureship  on  Natural 
History,  Chemistry,  and  Agriculture,  now  vacant  at  Aberdeen. 
Concerning  his  knowledge  of  Natural  History  and  Agriculture, 
indeed,  I  can  say  nothing,  inasmuch  as  I  am  ignorant  of  those 
sciences.  But  it  is  competent  to  me  to  attest  his  extensive 
acquaintance  with  the  facts  and  principles  of  Chemistry,  for  he 
has  always  pursued  it  with  zeal,  as  a  collateral  subject  of  study, 
and  he  has  delivered  several  Courses  of  Lectures  on  the  Ele¬ 
ments  of  that  great  Science,  not  without  success.  He  is  also 
conversant  with  the  Anatomy  and  Physiology  of  the  human 
body,  as  his  Lectures,  delivered  and  published  at  Cape  Town, 
sufficiently  attest.  Without  partiality,  I  cannot  but  think  that 
his  moral  and  intellectual  temperament  is  distinctly  scientific  ; 
and  it  is  certain  that  he  has  acquired  a  large  and  various  store 
of  scientific  information  of  many  kinds.  Active,  vivacious,  of 
ready  utterance,  I  can  well  believe  him  a  distinguished  Lec¬ 
turer,  as  I  have  heard  him  characterised  by  Professor  Blackie 
and  others.  For  variety  and  life,  it  would  not  be  easy  to  find 
a  better  teacher  of  whatever  he  knows ;  and  it  would  not  be¬ 
come  me  to  speak  more  decidedly  of  either  his  attainments  or 
his  talents. 

Samuel  Brown,  M.D. 


(2)  From  Dr  John  Smith,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Experi¬ 
mental  Philosophy  in  the  University  College,  Sydney ; 
previously  Fordyce  Lecturer  on  Agriculture,  and  Assist¬ 
ant  in  the  Chemical  Laboratory  of  Marischal  College ; 
Vice-President  of  the  Philosophical  Society,  Aberdeen. 

Aberdeen,  April  7,  1852. 

I  have  much  satisfaction  in  bearing  testimony  on  behalf  of 
the  Eev.  J.  Croumbie  Brown.  I  have  known  him  intimately 
since  he  came  to  Aberdeen ;  I  have  also  heard  him  lecture  on 
scientific  subjects.  From  such  opportunities  of  judging,  I  can 
state,  confidently,  that  Mr  Brown  has  an  extensive  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  Physical  Science  generally;  and  that  he  has  devoted 
his  leisure  more  particularly  to  the  departments  of  Chemistry 
and  Physiology.  In  explaining  to  others  subjects  connected 
with  these  branches  of  knowledge,  he  proves  his  information  to 
be  remarkably  methodical,  and  entirely  at  his  command ;  in- 
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deed  his  style  of  Lecturing  is  unusually  attractive,  and  tho¬ 
roughly  plain  and  popular.  In  the  %t  of  Lecturing  he  has 

certainly  attained  great  proficiency.  e 

Speaking  here  only  of  his  skill  as  a  popular  Teacher  of 

Science  I  need  not  but  allude  to  his  most  pleasant  disposition 
which  makes  him  so  highly  esteemed  by  all  his  friends,  an 
renders  all  intercourse  with  him  so  very  agreeable. 

John  Smith,  M.D. 


(3)  From  Dr  Peter  Eedfern,  F.B.C.S.L.,  &c.,  then  Lecturer 
on  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  and  on  Histology,  in  King’s 
College,  Aberdeen,  now  Professor  of  Anatomy  in  Queen’s 
College,  Belfast. 

The  Rev.  J.  Croumbie  Brown  attended  my  Course  of  Histo¬ 
logy  and  Practical  Instructions  in  the  use  of  the  Microscope 
during  the  Summer  of  1851,  and  himself  demonstrated,  most 
satisfactorily,  the  whole  of  the  minute  structures  of  Animals 
and  Plants,  under  the  Compound  Achromatic  Microscope ;  and 
from  repeated  conversations  with  him  on  various  subjects  con¬ 
nected  with  General  and  Comparative  Physiology,  I  know  that 
he  possesses  very  considerable  knowledge  of  the  principles  of 
the  Science,  and  of  the  manner  in  which  living  actions  take 
place  in  animals  and  plants.  He  has  given  several  public  Lec¬ 
tures  on  Vegetable  and  Animal  Physiology  to  very  large  audi¬ 
ences  in  Aberdeen,  and  I  have  frequently  heard  that  his  happy 
style  of  communicating  the  knowledge  wThich  he  possesses  to 
others,  has  given  the  greatest  satisfaction,  and  rendered  his 
Lectures  highly  popular. 

P.  Redfern,  M.D. 

Addendum. — A  Lecture  I  heard  Mr  Brown  deliver,  as  Lec¬ 
turer  on  Botany  in  King’s  College,  fully  confirmed  the  high 
opinion  I  had  previously  formed  of  him.  His  style  is  easy, 
perspicuous,  highly  attractive,  and  well  calculated  to  convey 
instruction,  and  to  inspire  his  hearers  with  love  of  the  science 
he  teaches. 


Aberdeen,  May  22,  1854. 


P.  R, 
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(4)  From  the  late  Dr  George  Rainy,  President  of  the  Medico- 
Chirurgical  Society,  and  Lecturer  on  Obstetric  Medicine 
in  University  and  King’s  College,  Aberdeen. 

Having  frequently  heard  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Brown  lecture  on 
the  Science  of  Botany  in  the  Medical  School  of  the  University 
and  King’s  College,  Aberdeen,  I  am  enabled  to  state  that  I 
consider  him  well  acquainted  with  its  various  branches ;  and 
that  he  possesses  the  invaluable  power  of  communicating  his 
knowledge  in  a  way  calculated  to  rivet  the  attention  and  com¬ 
mand  the  esteem  of  any  audience. 

Geo.  Rainy,  M.D. 


(5)  From  John  Stuart  Blackie,  Esq.,  Professor  of  Greek  in 
Edinburgh  University ;  late  Professor  of  Humanity  in 
Marischal  College  and  University,  Aberdeen. 

Edinburgh,  12 th  April  1852. 

Understanding  that  my  friend,  the  Rev.  J.  Croumbie  Brown, 
is  a  Candidate  for  the  vacant  Lectureship  of  Agricultural  Che¬ 
mistry,  I  have  the  utmost  pleasure  in  testifying  that  I  have 
heard  Mr  Brown  lecture  on  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  and  was 
much  struck  with  the  clearness  and  effectiveness  of  his  delivery, 
as  well  as  with  the  thorough  understanding  of  his  subject  dis¬ 
played  by  him. 

Mr  Brown  has  a  happy  manner  of  giving,  to  the  most  ab¬ 
stract  and  remote  things,  a  familiar  and  tangible  embodiment. 

I  may  add,  that  in  private  life  he  is  marked  by  a  singular 
blandness  and  gentlemanliness  of  tone  and  manner,  which  can¬ 
not  fail  to  recommend  him  to  a  Senatus  Academicus ,  or  any 
body  with  whom  he  may  have  to  do  in  the  conducting  of  public 
business. 

John  S.  Blackie. 


(6)  From  Rev.  Alexander  Anderson,  Rector  of  the 
Gymnasium,  Old  Aberdeen. 

The  Rev.  J.  C.  Brown  is  known  to  me  as  a  man  of  varied 
scientific  attainments,  of  the  most  amiable  dispositions  and 
engaging  manners,  of  untiring  industry,  and  of  high  Christian 
principles. 
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He  lately  delivered  a  Course  of  Lectures  on  Astronomy  to 
the  youths  under  my  care.  I  exceedingly  admired  the 
thorough  mastery  over  his  subject  which  he  displayed.  But 
he  shewed  his  possession  of  a  still  rarer  quality  in  his  power  of 
lucid  arrangement,  and  in  the  great  precision  and  simplicity  of 
his  expositions.  By  this  means,  and  by  the  fluency  and  liveli¬ 
ness  of  his  address,  he  secured  the  attention  and  engaged  the 
interest  of  an  auditory  of  boys  characterised  by  the  usual 
amount  of  indisposition  to  abstract  and  continuous  thought. 

It  is  evident  to  me  that  Mr  Brown  possesses  the  qualifica¬ 
tions  of  a  first-rate  lecturer  on  a  scientific  subject. 

Alexr.  Anderson. 

Gymnasium,  Old  Aberdeen, 

25th  May  1854. 


(7)  From  John  D.  Milne,  Esq.,  Advocate,  President  of  the 
Mechanics  Institution,  and  Secretary  of  the  Philoso¬ 
phical  Society,  Aberdeen. 

Aberdeen,  22 d  May  1854. 

The  Eev.  John  Croumbie  Brown  of  this  city  has  for  several 
years,  at  the  request  of  the  Managers  of  the  Aberdeen  Me¬ 
chanics  Institution,  given  an  annual  Course  of  Lectures  on 
subjects  connected  with  Natural  Science.  These  lectures  are 
devoted  each  year  to  a  distinct  branch  of  science,  and  embraced 
successively  Vegetable  and  Animal  Physiology,  Physics, 
Chemistry,  and  Astronomy. 

I  am  thus  in  a  position  to  testify  to  Mr  Brown’s  scientific 
attainments  and  power  of  lecturing. 

Mr  Brown  uniformly  shows  that  he  possesses  an  intimate 
acquaintance  with  the  science  he  undertakes  to  explain,  and 
that  he  has  mastered  the  latest  researches  bearing  on  it ;  but 
his  attainments  in  this  respect  are  even  surpassed  by  his  ad¬ 
mirable  power  of  exposition.  In  the  latter  respect  he  can  have 
few  equals ; — and  the  truth  of  my  statement  is  well  illustrated 
by  the  fact  that  his  audiences  seldom  fell  under  300  or  400 — a 
number  maintained  even  during  his  course  on  Animal  Physio¬ 
logy — though  on  that  occasion  he  had  not  the  aid  of  ana¬ 
tomical  preparations,  casts,  drawings,  or  any  other  means  of  il¬ 
lustrating  his  subject,  except  the  vividness  of  oral  description 
and  explanation. 
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I  have  also  much  pleasure  in  testifying  to  his  amiability 
and  gentlemanly  culture. 


J.  D.  Milne,  Jr. 


(8)  From  the  late  Alexander  Yeats,  Esq.,  Accountant, 
Secretary  to  Aberdeen  Mechanics  Institution. 

In  1851  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Brown  gave  a  Course  of  Eight 
Lectures  on  the  Structure  and  Physiology  of  the  Human  Frame 
at  this  Institution,  on  which  the  average  attendance  was  362. 

At  the  request  of  the  Committee,  Mr  Brown  gave,  in  1852, 
a  series  of  Lectures  on  Chemistry,  and  on  the  Mechanism  and 
Working  of  the  Steam  Engine.  The  average  attendance  on 
these  was  upwards  of  400. 

Again,  in  1853,  Mr  Brown  gave  a  Course  on  Astronomy, 
at  which  the  average  attendance  was  538. 

These  statements  afford  the  most  satisfactory  evidence  of 
Mr  Brown’s  acceptability  as  a  Lecturer.  Indeed,  very  few 
possess  such  a  facility  of  making  a  scientific  subject  attractive, 
and  conveying  a  large  amount  of  information  in  an  agreeable 
and  popular  manner. 

Al.  Yeats. 

Mechanics  Institution,  Aberdeen, 

23d  May  1854. 


(9)  From  the  late  Rev.  J.  D.  Miller,  M.A.,  of  St  John’s 

College,  Cambridge. 

Aberdeen,  22 d  May  1854. 

My  dear  Sir, — Allow  me  to  express  my  gratification  to  find 
that  you  are  a  candidate  for  an  office  in  which,  if  successful, 
your  talents  as  a  Lecturer  on  Science  will  be  called  forth.  I 
have  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  you  deliver  many  lectures, 
and  of  these  not  a  few  on  scientific  subjects, — such  as  Astro¬ 
nomy,  Chemistry,  and  Botany.  If  a  deaf  man  had  been  pre¬ 
sent  on  these  occasions,  though  unable  to  appreciate  what  you 
were  uttering,  he  would  yet  have  concluded  that  you  were  pos¬ 
sessed  of  no  common  skill  in  interesting  your  audience,  judg¬ 
ing,  in  the  first  place,  by  its  being  uniformly  large,  and,  in  the 
next,  by  its  being,  from  beginning  to  end,  all  alive  and  hang- 
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ing  on  your  lips.  They,  however,  who  are  not  deaf,  can  bear 
testimony  besides  to  the  fulness,  clearness,  and  accuracy  with 
which  you  communicate  instruction.  In  each  of  your  subjects 
you  seem  to  be  thoroughly  at  home,  and  to  he  warmed  by 
them.  This  thorough  acquaintance  with  your  subjects,  various 
as  they  are,  accounts  for  the  easy  and  natural  flow  of  language 
by  which,  as  you  set  each  idea  ddns  tout  son  jout  befoie  the 
hearer,  he  receives  it  without  effort,  and  with  a  feeling  of 
pleasure. 

Heartily  wishing  that  you  may  on  this  occasion  prove  to  he 
compos  voti , — I  remain,  my  dear  Sir,  yours  very  truly, 

J.  D.  Miller. 

Rev.  J.  C.  Brown. 


(10)  From  William  Ropes,  Esq.,  Merchant,  Boston, 

Massachusetts. 

Boston,  3 larch  2,  1853. 

My  dear  Sir, — Having  resided  for  some  time  with  my  family 
at  St  Petershurgh  during  your  ministry  there,  I  am  happy  to 
state  my  recollection  of  your  studious  habits,  general  informa¬ 
tion,  and  constant  pursuit  of  knowledge  at  that  time.  I  re¬ 
member  distinctly  that  your  Lectures  on  Chemistry,  delivered 
there,  were  most  interesting,  and  acceptable  to  numerous  audi¬ 
tors,  myself  included. 

It  was  during  my  residence  in  that  city  that  you  made  a 
tour  of  considerable  length  through  various  States  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  in  the  course  of  which  you  visited  some  of  our  most  im¬ 
portant  agricultural  districts,  such  as  Hew  York,  Pennsylvania, 
Hew  Jersey,  Maryland,  besides  the  Hew  England  States  of 
Maine,  Hew  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  and  Connec¬ 
ticut,  as  well  as  Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  all  of  which  must 
have  afforded  to  your  active  and  inquiring  mind  numerous  op¬ 
portunities  of  acquiring  information  respecting  the  methods  of 
cultivation  practised  there. 

I  am  happy  also  to  state  my  conviction  that  the  logical  cha¬ 
racter  of  your  mind,  your  habits  of  close  analysis,  and  of  re¬ 
garding  a  subject  from  various  points  of  view,  added  to  your 
general  literary  taste  and  large  experience  of  the  world,  must 
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have  greatly  qualified  you  wisely  to  prosecute,  and  successfully 
to  communicate,  scientific  knowledge. 

I  had  almost  forgotten  to  state,  also,  that  your  intimate  and 
frequent  intercourses  with  our  excellent  friends  the  Wheelers, 
who  were  procured  from  England  on  purpose  to  prepare  and 
cultivate  several  model  farms  from  the  bogs  and  impracticable 
grounds  around  St  Petersburgh,  and  in  which  their  success  was 
beyond  even  the  most  sanguine  expectations  of  the  government, 
enabled  you  to  know,  by  actual  observation,  what  were  the 
means  best  adapted  to  render  the  various  soils  most  productive 
and  valuable. — I  remain,  my  dear  Sir,  very  respectively  and 
sincerely  yours, 

William  Popes. 


(11)  From  the  late  Eev.  Wm.  Swan,  Edinburgh,  previously 

Missionary  in  Siberia. 

Edinburgh,  24 th  Jan.  1852. 

My  dear  Sir, — I  am  glad  to  learn  that  you  have  been  in¬ 
duced  to  stand  as  a  Candidate  for  the  Fordyce  Lectureship  on 
Chemistry,  &c.  I  have  long  thought  your  scientific  acquire¬ 
ments  and  philosophic  tastes,  peculiarly  fitted  you  for  the  Pro¬ 
fessor’s  Chair  in  some  of  your  favourite  pursuits.  Your  suc¬ 
cessful  Course  of  Lectures,  delivered  many  years  ago  in  St 
Petersburg,  raised  you,  I  know,  high  in  the  estimation  of  well 
qualified  judges ;  and  had  Count  Mordvenoff,  or  the  Messrs 
Wheeler  been  still  alive,  they  would  have  been  prompt  to  give 
an  emphatic  testimony  in  your  favour  on  this  occasion.  At 
that  time  I  was  in  a  distant  part  of  the  Russian  Empire,  but  the 
fame  of  your  Lectures  reached  me  even  there.  I  know  not 
whether,  in  your  visit  to  the  United  States  of  America,  you  had 
leisure  to  prosecute  your  researches  in  the  Agriculture  or  Natu¬ 
ral  History  of  these  regions ;  but  I  doubt  not  you  have  turned 
to  good  account  your  extended  opportunities  of  observation  in 
the  various  parts  of  the  world  in  which  it  has  been  your  lot  to 
sojourn.  Activity  and  versatility  of  mind  such  as  yours  must 
be  accumulating  knowledge  always  and  everywhere. 

I  know  not  what  may  he  the  pretensions  of  other  Candidates 
for  the  Chair  in  question,  hut  I  feel  assured  that,  if  you  succeed 
to  the  occupation  of  it,  you  will  not  disappoint  the  expectations 
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of  those  whose  suffrages  may  place  you  in  a  position  of  so 
much  usefulness  and  honour. 

Independently  of  the  primary  qualifications  demanded  of  a 
Lecturer  on  Chemistry,  Agriculture  and  Natural  History,  it  is 
no  small  matter  that  a  post  so  responsible  should  be  filled  by  a 
man  of  sound  religious  principles  and  high  moral  character — 
such  you  are  well  known  to  be — and  I  shall  rejoice  to  see  your 
name  added  to  the  list  of  eminent  and  excellent  men  who 
adorn  Marischal  College  University. — I  am,  yours  most  truly, 

William  Swan. 

Rev.  J.  C.  Brown. 


(12)  From  John  Alfred  Merrington,  Esq.,  Attorney,  Cape¬ 
town,  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

Upper  Clapton,  Jan.  10,  1852. 

My  Dear  Friend, — I  have  received  your  note  in  which  you 
allude  to  your  intention  of  applying  for  a  Lectureship  in  the 
University. 

From  my  experience  of  your  abilities  as  a  Chemical  Lec¬ 
turer  at  the  Cape  of  G-ood  Hope,  I  can  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  you  will  be  eminently  useful  in  the  proposed 
sphere,  and  that  the  University  will  have  to  congratulate  itself 
in  securing  the  services  of  a  man  who,  in  addition  to  his  scien¬ 
tific  knowledge,  is  calculated,  by  his  amenity  of  spirit  and  de¬ 
portment,  to  attract  and  retain  students. 

With  reference  to  your  Lectures  at  the  Cape,  I  may  ob¬ 
serve,  that  of  all  that  I  have  attended,  and  with  which  I  have 
been  concerned,  there  were  never  any  so  numerously  attended 
and  so  highly  valued. 

I  do  not  piofess  to  have  much  knowledge  of  Chemistry,  and 
theiefoie  my  opinion  may  not  be  considered  of  great  import¬ 
ance  ,  but  I  had  the  pleasure  of  knowing  gentlemen  who  were 
well  veised  in  the  Science,  and  who  concurred  in  my  favourable 
opinion  respecting  your  Lectures.  But  perhaps  the  most  fa- 
vouiable  testimony  that  could  be  borne,  was  that  of  the  audi¬ 
tory,  some  of  whom  said  they  had  attended  Lectures  without 
having  been  made  to  understand  the  subject ;  but  that,  under 

3Tou,  they  comprehended  whatever  was  adduced . 

Sincerely  yours, 

J.  Alfd.  Merrington. 

Rev.  J.  C.  Brown. 
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In  another  Letter  under  date  May  12, 1851,  Mr  Merrington 
writes,  “Lecturing  is,  I  think,  emphatically  your  forte:  at  least 
of  all  the  Lectures  which  I  have  heard  none  were  so  compre¬ 
hensive  and  so  comprehensible  as  those  which  you  delivered.” 


(13)  From  the  Eev.  Thos.  Arbousset,  Author  of  “Relation 
d’  un  Voyage  d’  Exploration  au  Nordest  de  la  Colonie 
du  Cap  du  Bonne  Esperance  par  MM.  T.  Arboussett  et 
F.  Daumas,  Missionaries  de  la  Societie  des  Missions  de 
Paris.” 


Institution  t>e  Carmel, 

28  Avril  1852. 

Mon  cher  Monsieur, — L’avant  derniere  poste  m/a  apporte 
votre  bonne  lettre  du  13  Fvr.  passe,  et  je  me  hate  de  vous  en 

accuser  reception . Tout  ceque  vous  concerne 

m’interesse  singulierement.  Si  vous  ohtenez  la  chaire  de 
Cliimie,  d’ Agriculture  et  d’Histoire  Naturelle  a  hUniversitie 
d’ Aberdeen  je  ne  doute  pas  que  vous  ne  soyez  la  dans  votre 
element.  Je  ne  puis  oublier  que  vous  fesiez  foule  a  la  salle  du 
Commerce  de  la  Ville  du  Cap,  qu’en,  1845,  vous  nous  faisiez 
refaire  notre  Cliimie.  Meme  les  cinq  chefs  indigenes  qui  vous 
encoutaient  se  repellent  de  Teffet  que  vous  produisiez,  et  peu- 
vent  a  peine  revenir  de  leur  admiration. 

Pour  cequi  tienta  P agriculture,  ce  sera  (je  suppose)  la  votre 
cote  faihle ;  mais  vous  n’y  etez  certes  pas  entierement  etranger; 
et  d’ailleurs  avec  le  gout  que  je  vous  connais  pour  les  Sciences 
et  votre  active  application,  qu’avez  vous  tant  a  craindre?  Vos 
nomhreux  voyages  dans  les  deux  mondes  et  meme  en  Afrique, 
doivent  vous  avoir  appris  bien  des  choses  a  cet  egard. — Au  reste 
possedant  la  Fran^ais  comme  vous  le  faites,  PAllemand  aussi,  et 
meme  un  peu  de  la  Hollandais,  place  a  meme  de  suivre  tous  les 
developpements  de  la  science,  allez  en  avant  sans  vous  defier 
de  vos  forces !  Seulement  veilliez  a  ceque  tous  les  pas  que 
vous  faitez  dans  cette  direction  la  ne  serient  pas  autant  de  prix 
sur  sur  ceque  vous  devez  au  sanctuaire. 

Recevez,  Mon  bein  cher  Monsieur,  avec  ce  conseil  fraternel 
P assurance  de  mon  affection  constante,  et  de  ma  consideration 
distingue. — Votre  devoue  en  Xt., 

Thos.  Arbousset,  V.D.M. 
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III.— LIST  OF  PROFESSIONAL  REPORTS  already 

made  by  Dr  Brown. 

I.  Reports  as  Colonial  Botanist  at  the  Cape,  printed  and 
presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  by  command  of  His 
Excellency  the  Governor,  copies  of  which  are  forthcoming  if 
desired. 

1.  Report  of  Colonial  Botanist  for  1863,  with  annexures , 

including — 

(1)  Report  on  the  Conservation  and  Extension  of  the  Forests  as  a  means 
of  counteracting  disastrous  consequences  following  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  Bush  and  Herbage  by  Fire. 

(2)  Report  on  the  Capetown  Botanic  Gardens. 

(3)  Copies  of  Letters  to  and  from  the  Colonial  Botanist  on  subjects 
connected  with  the  Development  of  the  Resources  of  the  Colony, 
viz : — 

1.  Letters  from  and  to  the  Rev.  T.  D.  Philip,  Hankey,  on  Destruc¬ 

tion  of  Orange  Trees. 

2.  Letter  to  the  Rev.  P.  Smail,  Bathurst,  on  the  Rust  in  Wheat. 

3.  Letter,  sent  in  triplicate,  to  A.  1ST.  Ella,  Esq.,  Queen’s  Town,  F.  W. 

Hopley,  Esq.,  Burgersdorp,  and  D.  Arnot,  Esq.,  Colesberg,  on 
Grasses  and  Pasture  Herbs. 

4.  Letter  to  J.  Mosel,  Esq.,  Uitenhage,  on  the  possibility  of  obtaining 

a  substitute  for  India-Rubber  or  Gutta-Percha  from  the  Milk  Sap 
of  the  Euphorbia. 

5.  Letter  to  W.  Lemark,  Esq.,  Port  Elizabeth,  on  the  Growth  of 

Chicory. 

6.  Letter  to  Mr.  Titterton,  Kracha  Kama,  on  the  Cultivation  of  the 

Prickly  Pear,  with  a  view  to  the  Preparation  of  Cochineal. 

7.  Letter  to  the  Rev.  T.  Merrington,  Bethelsdorp,  on  the  Cultivation 

of  the  Soccotrine  Aloe  and  the  Preparation  of  the  Drug. 

8.  Letter  to  Mr  Buckley,  Knysna  Forest,  on  the  Cultivation  of  the 

Olive  and  of  the  Kei  Apple. 

9.  Letter  to  the  Rev.  W.  Stegmann,  Adelaide,  on  the  Spread  of  the 

Rhenoster  Bush. 

10.  Letter  to  Mr  Hayward,  Swellendam,  on  the  Planting  of  Trees 
by  Water-Courses. 

11.  Lettei  to  the  Rev.  J.  Brownlee,  King  William’s  Towm,  on  Plants 
found  by  him  in  British  Kaffraria. 

12.  Letter  to  Dr  Harvey,  Professor  of  Botany,  Trinity  College, 
Dublin,  on  South  African  Plants. 

13.  Letter  to  John  A.  Merrington,  Esq.,  on  Irrigation,  Arboriculture, 
Wine-Making,  the  Utilization  of  Night-Soil,  and  the  Collecting 
of  Salt  as  supplying  Remunerative  Employment  for  Capital. 
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2.  Report  of  Colonial  Botanist  for  1864,  with  annexures , 

including — 

(1)  Letter  to  J.  A.  Herrington,  Esq.,  London,  on  the  Sour,  the  Sweet, 
and  the  Mixed  Veldts,  and  the  Karoo  ;  on  their  Agricultural  Capa¬ 
bilities,  and  on  the  Employment  of  Irrigation,  Arboriculture,  Ag¬ 
ricultural  Machinery,  and  Manure,  as  means  of  developing  these. 

(2)  Letter  to  the  same,  in  answer  to  the  question — Can  we  increase  the 
number  of  Vegetable  Productions  of  South  Africa,  or  can  we 
render  those  already  obtained  more  valuable  ? — including  notices 
of  Linseed  Oil,  Colza  Oil,  Mustard,  Chicory,  Beet,  Tobacco,  Wine, 
Euphorbia  Sap,  Aloes,  Timber,  Maize-Fibre,  Olives,  Castor  Oil, 
Myrtle-Berry  Wax,  Keurboom  Gum,  Bucliu,  and  Indigo. 

(3)  Letter  to  tlie  same,  on  the  improvement  of  the  manufacture  of 
Cape  Aloes. 

(4)  Letter  to  the  same,  on  the  preparation  of  Ebonite  and  Vulcanite 
from  the  milk-sap  of  the  Euphorbia. 

(5)  Letter  to  the  same,  on  the  improvement  of  the  Cape  Wines. 

(6)  Letter  to  the  same,  on  the  importance  of  the  establishment  of  an 
experimental  farm,  with  a  view  to  the  development  of  the  agri¬ 
cultural  resources  of  the  Colony. 

(7)  Letter  to  J.  H.  Davis,  Esq.,  J.P.,  Colesberg,  on  Grasses  and 
Herbage,  found  on  the  sour,  the  sweet,  and  the  mixed  veldts,  and 
the  karoo. 

(8)  Letter  to  F.  W.  Hopley,  Esq.,  M.L.A.,  Burghersdorp,  sent  in 
duplicate  to  A.  N.  Ella,  Esq.,  Queen  s  Town,  on  Pasture  Heibs 
and  Grasses  of  the  districts  of  Albert  and  Queen’s  Town. 

(9)  Letter  to  John  Dickson,  Esq.,  Port  Elizabeth,  on  Grasses  adapted 
to  arrest  drifting  sands. 

(10)  Letter  to  F.  Tudhope,  Esq.,  Graham’s  Town,  on  the  question— 
Whether  good  or  evil  preponderates  in  the  results  obtained  by 
burning  the  veldt?  embodying  an  illustration  of  the  improbability 
of  the  pastoral  condition  of  the  Colony  being  perpetuated  by  this 
practice. 

(11)  Letter  to  Dr.  Harvey,  Professor  of  Botany,  Trinity  College, 
Dublin,  on  South  African  Plants. 

(12)  Letter  to  James  Chapman,  Esq.,  Cape  Town,  on  the  Welwitschia 

mirabilis.  _  . 

(13)  Circular  addressed  to  Missionaries  labouring  in  South  Africa 
beyond  the  Colony,  requesting  their  co-operation  in  extending  the 
acquaintance  of  botanists  with  the  flora  of  South  Afiica. 

(14)  Beport  on  the  accommodation  provided  for  the  herbarium  of  the 
late  Dr.  Pappe,  and  on  the  expediency  of  providing  accommodation 
for  a  museum  of  South  African  Vegetable  Economic  Products. 

(15)  Letter  to  the  Honourable  the  Colonial  Secretary,  on  measures 
calculated  to  develop  the  vegetable  resources  of  the  Colony. 
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3.  Report  of  Colonial  Botanist  for  1865,  with  annexures , 

including  : — 

(1)  Letter  to  G.  A.  T.  de  Graaff,  Esq.,  Hon.  Secretary  to  Mossel  Bay 
Agricultural  Society,  on  Experimental  Farms  adapted  to  the  wants 
of  the  Colony. 

(2)  Report  on  the  Potato  Disease,  submitted  in  accordance  with  the 
desire  of  Select  Committee  of  Legislative  Council. 

(3)  Keport  on  Rust  and  other  destructive  growths  on  Cereals. 

(4)  Report  on  the  Destruction  of  Orange  Trees  in  the  Colony,  with 
special  notices  of  the  Scale,  the  Soot-like  substance,  and  the  Ants 
and  other  Insects  found  upon  diseased  Orange  Trees,  and  of  the 
probable  cause  of  the  evil,  and  the  remedy. 

(5)  Report  on  the  destruction  of  Chestnut  Trees  and  Walnut  Trees  in 
ditferent  parts  of  the  Colony. 

(6)  Report  on  the  Blight  affecting  Apple  Trees  in  the  Colony. 

(7)  Letter  to  E.  V.  Williams,  Esq.,  Simon’s  Town,  on  an  affection  of 
Peach  Trees. 

(8)  Letters  to  Albert  Kennedy,  Esq.,  Land  Surveyor,  Humansdorp, 
on  the  arrest  of  Drifting  Sand,  and  on  planting  the  same  with 
Trees. 

(9)  Letter  to  J.  F.  J.  Wrensch,  Esq.,  Secretary  to  Divisional  Council 
of  district  of  Albert,  on  Trees  deemed  suitable  for  culture  in  that 
and  similar  districts. 

(10)  Letter  to  J.  H.  L.  Schumann,  Esq.,  Aberdeen,  South  Africa,  on 
Trees  deemed  suitable  for  culture  in  the  Karoo  and  Sweetveldt, 
and  on  raising  Trees Jrom  Seeds. 

(11)  Letter  to  E.  L.  Layard,  Esq.,  Cape  Town,  on  Trees  deemed  suit¬ 
able  for  culture  at  Cape  L’Agulhas  and  other  districts  exposed  to 
a  strong  sea  breeze. 

(12)  Letter  to  Dr  Mueller,  Government  Botantist  and  Director  of 
Melbourne  Botanic  Gardens,  relative  to  Shrubs  and  Trees  used 
at  the  Cape  for  Fences,  Avenues,  and  Burying-grounds. 

(13)  Letter  to  Walter  G.  Fry,  Esq.,  Victoria  Tannery,  Bristol,  rela¬ 
tive  to  Tannin-yielding  Plants  growing  in  the  Colony. 

(14)  Letter  to  D.  D.  Williamson,  Esq.,  Manager  of  the  North  British 

Rubber  Company,  Edinburgh,  on  the  utilization  of  the  Milk-sap 
of  the  Euphorbia. 

(15)  Letter  to  the  Rev.  Mr  Rousseau,  Clanwilliam,  on  the  Culture  and 
Manufacture  of  Indigo. 

(16)  Circular  relative  to  facilities  for  Irrigation  in  different  parts  of 
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4.  Report  of  the  Colonial  Botanist  for  1866,  with  the  following 

annexures  : — 

(1)  List  of  Sontli  African  Trees,  Shrubs,  and  Arborescent  Herbs — upon 

the  natural  history,  or  botanic  characters,  or  economic  uses  of 
which  a  report  is  forthcoming  if  necessary. 

(2)  Abstract  of  memoir  prepared  on  the  Forests  and  Forest  Lands  of 

Southern  Africa. 

(3)  Abstract  of  memoir  prepared  on  the  Forest  Economy  of  the  Colony. 

(4)  Abstract  of  memoir  prepared  on  Arboriculture  in  the  Colony. 

(5)  Abstract  of  memoir  prepared  on  the  Hydrology  of  Southern  Africa. 

(6)  Abstract  of  memoir  prepared  on  Irrigation,  and  its  application  to 

agricultural  operations  in  South  Africa. 

(7)  Observations  on  the  agricultural  capabilities  of  the  Colony,  and 

requirements  for  the  development  of  these :  A  resume  of  the 
results  of  observations  made  during  tenure  of  office  in  the  years 
1863,  1864,  1865,  and  1866. 

(8)  Copy  of  circular  relative  to  South  African  Plants,  desired  by  the 

Directors  of  Botanic  Gardens  in  Europe  and  elsewhere. 


II.  Evidence  given  before  a  Select  Committee  appointed 
by  the  Honourable  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  on  the  4th  August  1865,  to  consider  the  Colonial  Botan¬ 
ist  Report,  printed  and  published  by  order  of  the  Legislative 
Council,  and  submitted  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor  for  his 
consideration. 

III.  Report  on  Vegetable  products  of  South  Africa  in  Paris 
Exhibition  of  1867,  prepared  by  request  for  International  Con¬ 
ference  of  Botanists  at  Paris,  summoned  by  Botanical  Society 
of  France,  to  be  translated  and  inserted  in  their  transactions. 


IV. — TESTIMONIALS  Sc.,  relative  to  Dr  Brown's  discharge 
of  his  duties  as  Colonial  Botanist  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

1.  Address  presented  to  Dr  Brown  by  Sir  Thos.  APLear, 
Astronomer-Royal ;  Air  Porter,  the  late  Attorney-General  ol 
that  Colony ;  Air  Childe,  Professor  of  Alathematics  in  South 
Africa  College ;  Air  Soloman,  ALL. A. ;  Air  E.  L.  Layard, 
F.Z.S.,  and  others,  sixty-nine  in  all,  many  of  them  professional 
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gentlemen  of  eminence,  on  the  abolition  of  the  office  of  Colo¬ 
nial  Botanist,  and  his  preparing  to  leave  for  Europe. 

To  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Brown,  LL.D. 

Dear  Sir, — On  the  eve  of  yonr  departure  from  these  shores,  We,  a 
few  of  your  fellow-citizens  in  Cape  Town  and  its  neighbourhood,  are  de¬ 
sirous  of  conveying  to  you  some  courteous  expression  of  our  respect  and 
esteem,  and  of  our  sympathy  with  you  in  your  present  trying  situation. 

We  should  have  regarded  your  removal  from  this  Colony  under  any 
circumstances  as  a  public  loss.  Even  had  you  been  leaving  South  Africa 
in  order  to  devote  yourself  to  the  pursuits  of  your  favourite  science  in 
some  more  distinguished  and  remunerative  position  than  that  which  you 
now  relinquish,  our  satisfaction  at  your  elevation  would  have  been  tem¬ 
pered  with  concern  for  the  loss  which,  as  a  community,  your  removal 
would  have  inflicted  on  ourselves. 

But  the  actual  circumstances  under  which  your  official  career  has 
terminated  call  for  special  expressions  at  once  of  our  regret  at  being  de¬ 
prived  of  your  services,  and  of  our  wish  that  the  Parliament  of  this  Colony 
could  have  seen  it  consistent  with  their  sense  of  what  was  due  to  the 
general  interests,  to  have  decided  on  a  different  course  of  action. 

We  cannot  but  regard  it  as  an  occasion  for  deep  regret,  that  our 
Colonial  Legislature,  in  its  laudable  anxiety  to  meet  the  demands  made 
on  it  for  retrenchment  in  the  public  expenditure,  should  have  deemed  it 
necessary  to  abolish  the  office,  which  you  have  filled  with  so  much  assi¬ 
duity.  But  we  earnestly  trust  that  this  decision  of  the  Legislature,  espe¬ 
cially  in  view  of  its  recent  satisfactory  note,  may  not  place  you  in  any 
serious  disadvantage,  nor  be  construed  elsewhere  as  a  reflection  on  your 
professional  efficiency. 

We  wish  to  bear  our  hearty  testimony  to  your  unwearied  industry, 
your  devotion  to  your  professional  work,  your  fidelity  to  the  public  inter¬ 
ests,  and  your  uniform  and  courteous  readiness  to  impart  instruction,  by 
lecture,  or  in  personal  conference,  on  all  matters  relating  to  the  physio¬ 
logy  and  vegetable  products  of  this  colony.  Tt  is  our  earnest  hope  that 
the  great  loss  which  we  sustain  by  your  removal  will  ultimately  prove  a 
still  greater  advantage  to  yourself.  And  that  you  may  soon  be  called  to 
fill  in  the  mother  country,  and  in  a  community  where  your  abilities  and 
services  will  be  more  duly  appreciated,  a  position  of  far  higher  distinction 
than  the  one  which  you  now  vacate. 

Be  assured,  dear  Sir,  that  in  quitting  South  Africa  you  leave  behind 
you  a  very  large  number  of  your  fellow  colonists  who  will  ever  regard 
you  with  unfeigned  respect  and  admiration  as  a  citizen,  and  as  a  public 
character. 

Accept  of  oui  best  wishes  for  the  prosperity  of  your  approaching 
voyage,  and  foi  youi  domestic  comfort  and  social  distinction  in  your  native 
land. — And  believe  us  to  remain,  dear  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

Thos.  M'Lear,  Kt. 

&C.  &.C. 
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2.  Address  presented  to  Dr  Brown  on  the  same  occasion  by 
Mr  Vander  Beit,  Civil  Commissioner ;  Dr  (PHare,  District  Sur¬ 
geon  ;  Messrs  Gtjest  and  Helier,  Justices  of  the  Peace,  and 
others  (sixty  in  all),  resident  in  the  district  of  Oudtshoorn  :  the 
two  members  of  Parliament  by  whom  they  were  represented 
having,  contrary  to  their  views  of  what  the  interests  of  the 
Colony  required,  voted  for  the  abolition  of  the  office  of  Colonial 
Botanist. 

To  the  Bev.  J.  C.  Brown,  LL.D.,  Aberdeen. 

Oudtshoorn,  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
8th  January  1867. 

Dear  Sir, — We  find  on  reference  to  the  proceedings  of  Parliament 
that  it  has  been  resolved  to  abolish  the  office  of  Colonial  Botanist,  the 
duties  of  which  you  have  discharged  with  great  satisfaction  to  ourselves, 
and,  we  have  no  doubt,  to  the  Colony  at  large. 

If  you  had  delayed  your  departure  from  the  Colony  for  a  time  w7e 
should  have  felt  great  pleasure  in  memorialising  the  Governor  and  Parlia¬ 
ment  to  reconsider  the  determination  they  have,  as  we  consider,  prema¬ 
turely  come  to,  to  get  rid  of  an  office  which  is  calculated  to  be  of  great 
service  to  the  agricultural  community. 

While  agreeing  fully  as  to  the  necessity  of  retrenchment,  we  consider 
that  expenditure  might  have  been  saved  in  another  direction,  and  that 
it  is  an  error  to  do  away  with  an  office  which  is  so  much  needed  at  the 
present  time. 

We  think  it  right  to  add,  that  the  painstaking  manner  in  which  youhave 
endeavoured  to  impart  valuable  information  to  the  agricultural  community 
has  convinced  us  that  a  continuance  of  your  labours  would  be  found  to  be 
highly  beneficial  to  the  Colony,  and  we  have  to  express  our  regret  that 
they  have  been  so  suddenly  discontinued. — W  e  are,  dear  Sir,  yours  truly, 

J.  J.  Vander  Beit. 
&c.  &c. 

3.  Address  presented  to  Dr  Brown  on  the  same  occasion 
by  the  Bev.  Samuel  Hardy,  Superintendent  of  the  Wesleyan 
Congregation  of  the  District  of  the  Cape,  and  the  Wesleyan 
Ministers  of  the  District : — 

To  the  Beverend  Dr  J.  C.  Brown. 

Cape  Town,  December  28£A,  1866. 

Very  Dear  Sir We  learn  with  unfeigned  regret  that  the  time  of 
your  departure  from  South  Africa  is  nigh  at  hand ;  and  we  hasten  to  ex¬ 
press  to  you  our  Christian  sympathy  at  the  abrupt  manner  m  w  nc  i  >om 
residence  among  us  is  brought  to  its  termination. 
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Without  expressing  any  opinion  as  to  the  wisdom,  the  justice,  or  the 
necessity  of  the  measure  which  removes  you  from  your  present  position 
in  the  Colony,  we  do  most  emphatically  deprecate  the  loss  of  your  valu¬ 
able  services  in  that  important  branch  of  its  interests  to  which  you  have 
devoted  your  eminent  professional  abilities  with  such  entire  success,  and 
that  at  a  time  when  they  were  so  much  needed  to  develop  the  natural 
resources  of  the  Colony,  to  which  the  attention  of  the  public  has  been  so 
earnestly  and  wisely  directed  by  yourself.  We  are  also  deeply  impressed 
with  the  fact  that  our  literary  institutions,  and  especially  those  connected 
with  our  religious  and  educational  movements  throughout  the  Colony, 
will  sensibly  feel  the  loss  of  your  valuable  services. 

We,  however,  as  ministers  of  the  Wesleyan  Church,  especially  do  ex¬ 
press  our  sincere  sorrow  at  your  departure.  We  have  shared  so  largely 
in  your  friendly  intercourse,  Christian  communion,  and  ministerial 
labours,  that  your  departure  is  felt  by  us  as  no  ordinary  or  common  loss. 

We  affectionately  commend  you,  and  your  beloved  family,  to  the  care 
and  guidance  of  your  heavenly  Father,  and  trust  that  the  choices  of  His 
blessings  may  rest  upon  you. — We  remain,  reverend  and  dear  Sir,  yours 
in  Christ  Jesus, 

Samuel  Hardy. 

&c.,  &c. 

Communications  expressive  of  similar  sentiments  have  been 
received  from  individual  colonists,  seeking  the  development  of 
the  agricultural  capabilities  of  the  Colony,  resident  in  Cape¬ 
town  and  its  vicinity,  Simon’s  Town,  Stellenbosch,  Clanwilliam, 
Namaqua  Land,  Genadenthal,  Worcester,  Eobertson,  Mon¬ 
tague,  Swellendam,  Mossel  Bay,  George,  Knysna,  Tzitzi- 
Kamma,  Meyring’s  Poort,  Port  Elizabeth,  Graham’s  Towm, 
King  William’s  Town,  Bedford,  and  Colesburg ;  and  from 
others  resident  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Colony,  viz.,  Kaffir- 
land,  Natal,  Zululand,  Zanzibar,  Mauritius,  and  Madagascar. 
And  communications  have  been  received  from  practical  and 
scientific  men  resident  in  different  parts  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  in  Belgium,  France,  Switzerland,  Italy,  Bavaria, 
Prussia,  and  Eussia,  in  the  West  Indies,  Canada,  New  South 
Wales,  Victoria,  Tasmania,  and  India, — expressive  some  of  re¬ 
gret  that  researches  in  connection  with  systematic  botany  and 
the  flora  of  South  Africa,  which  had  been  reported,  should  have 
been  interrupted;  some  of  regret  that  these  and  allied  re¬ 
searches  in  connection  with  economic  botany  should  have  been 
broken  off  before  a  practical  application  of  the  observations  re¬ 
ported  had  been  made;  and  some  of  regret  that  the  corre- 
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spondence  which  had  been  commenced  should  have  been  broken 
off  before  the  valuable  results  to  the  Colony  and  to  science 
which  it  promised  had  been  secured. 


Y .—COPY  of  COMMUNICATION  sent  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  by  Dr  Brown  since  his  return  to  Europe ,  brought 
forward  in  illustration  of  the  Researches  with  which  he  is 
at  present  engaged. 

u  When  the  office  of  Colonial  Botanist  which  I  held  at  the 
Cape  was  abolished,  I  was  engaged  in  an  extensive  and  com¬ 
prehensive  study  of  the  agricultural  capabilities  of  the  colony. 
Memoirs  and  other  annexures  appended  to  the  annual  reports 
which  I  submitted  to  the  Government,  and  which  were  by 
command  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor  laid  before  Parlia¬ 
ment,  indicated  to  some  extent  the  progress  I  had  made  in 
the  work.  Since  my  return  to  Scotland,  I  have  been  engaged, 
and  I  still  am  engaged,  in  arranging  these  and  other  memoranda 
which  I  brought  with  me,  and  in  combining  with  them  in¬ 
formation  which  could  only  be  obtained  by  communication 
with  practical  and  scientific  men  in  this  country  and  on  the 
Continent  of  Europe.  The  results  I  have  embodied  in  a  series 
of  Treatises,  which  I  am  prepared  to  publish,  if  by  Parliamen¬ 
tary  grant  or  otherwise,  provision  can  be  made  in  the  Colony 
to  effect  that  publication  without  pecuniary  expense  to  myself. 

“  These  treatises  embrace  the  following  subjects  : — 

(1)  The  Hydrology  of  Southern  Africa  :  In  which  the  desiccation  of 
South  Africa  from  pre-Adamic  times  to  the  present  day  is  traced  by  in¬ 
dications  supplied  by  geological  formations,  by  the  physical  geography  or 
general  contour  of  the  country,  and  by  arborescent  productions  in  the 
interior,  with  results  confirmatory  of  the  opinion  that  the  appropriate 
remedies  are  irrigation,  arboriculture,  and  an  improved  forest  economy. 

(2)  The  Water  Supply  of  South  Africa :  Its  sources,  its  quantity,  the 
modes  of  irrigation  required  in  different  circumstances,  the  facilities  foi 
the  adoption  of  these  in  different  districts,  and  the  difficulties,  physical 
and  other,  in  the  way  of  works  of  extensive  irrigation  being  carried  out 
at  the  Cape,  and  the  means  of  accomplishing  these  which  are  at 

comin&nd 

(8)  The  Forests  and  Forest  Lands  of  Southern  Africa :  With  details 
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of  the  extent  and  contents  of  the  different  forests  of  the  Colony  of  the 
Cape,  of  Kaffirland,  of  Natal,  and  of  the  regions  beyond  to  the  month  of 
the  Zambesi,  and  to  a  corresponding  latitude  on  the  west  coast,  with  the 
intermediate  districts. 

(4)  South  African  Trees  and  Arborescent  Shrubs :  With  the  natural 
history,  botanic  characters,  and  economic  uses  of  those  enumerated  in  a 
list  of  upwards  of  450  names  in  the  English,  Dutch,  Kaffir,  Sechuana, 
Damara,  and  Hottentot  languages,  with  botanic  synonyms,  appended  to 
‘  Report  of  Colonial  Botanist  for  1866.’ 

(5)  Forest  Economy  of  the  Cape  Colony ;  and  forest  economy  of  Britain, 
British  North  America,  Honduras,  Australia,  Ceylon,  India,  France,  Ger¬ 
many,  Russia,  and  Sweden,  suggestive  of  arrangements  for  the  conserva¬ 
tion,  utilization,  and  extension  by  plantation  of  the  forests  of  the  Cape. 

(6)  South  African  Arboriculture  :  With  details  of  what  has  been  done, 
and  what  may  be  done,  in  planting  trees  in  the  Colony,  with  a  view  to 
securing  thereby  ornamentation,  moisture,  shelter,  fuel,  or  timber. 

(7)  Physiology  of  Arborescent  Vegetation,  illustrative  of  the  probable 
effect  of  subsoil  ploughing,  draining,  fencing,  transplanting,  pruning,  and 
thining  plantations  of  trees  at  the  Cape. 

(8)  Trees  Cultivated  or  recommended  for  Culture  at  the  Cape :  With 
notices  of  the  natural  history,  characteristics,  and  uses  of  each. 

(9)  The  Agricultural  Capabilities  of  the  Colony,  and  measures  adapted 
to  the  development  of  these. 

(10)  The  Herbage  and  Grasses  of  the  Cape :  With  notices  of  the 
economic  uses  to  which  many  may  be  applied,  forming  a  manual  for  in¬ 
experienced  students  of  the  Flora  of  the  Cape. 

(11)  The  Ferns  of  the  Cape. 

(12)  The  Sea  Weeds  of  the  Cape. 

“  More  than  one  of  these  treatises  are  now  ready  for  the 
press,  and  the  preparation  of  others  is  so  advanced  that  the  un¬ 
interrupted  continuous  printing  of  the  whole  could  be  insured, 
if  meanwhile  I  be  not  required  to  give  my  time  to  duties 
more  urgently  requiring  attention. 


“  J.  C.  Brown.” 


